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1.0 Public Meeting Comment Summary
Public information and comment sheets for the HAM-Plainfield Road Roundabouts project were mailed to local 
stakeholders, property owners, and business owners within the project area on May 18, 2019. The open-house style public 
meeting was held on June 18, 2019, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm in the Council Chambers Room at the Municipal Building. 

Local residents, business owners, stakeholders, city council members, and others were present during the public meeting. 
Comments were taken throughout the public meeting, and during the comment period which was open until July 18, 2019. 
The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT)-District 8, City of Blue Ash, and American Structurepoint, Inc. were 
available during the meeting to answer any questions. 

Table 1 below summarizes all comments received during the public meeting and subsequent comment period.

Table 1. Comments Received from June 18th, 2019 through July 18th, 2019

Property Owner, 
Resident, 
Business 

Owner/Employe
e, Public Official, 

Law 
Enforcement/EM

S, Other

Question/Comment Response

Resident 1. Recommended putting the roundabout 
at the intersection of Cooper and Reed 
Hartman Highway

2. Concerned about increased traffic 
through Peppermill, difficulty getting 
out of Peppermill due to continuous 
traffic in a roundabout, and the 
roundabout being a detriment to the 
aesthetics of Peppermill, including the 
removal of trees along Reed Hartman.

1. The traffic study completed for the project 
included all of the intersections from Carver 
Road to the City of Blue Ash’s southern 
corporation limits (south of Rossplain). Various 
improvements were recommended in the 
future depending upon traffic growth at several 
intersections, however a roundabout at Reed 
Hartman Highway and Cooper Road was not 
found to be warranted in the study. 

2. The Plainfield/Hunt Roundabouts project is 
expected to reduce cut through traffic in all of 
the neighborhoods near this corridor. Vehicles 
traveling during heavy traffic times try to find 
the path of least resistance. By improving traffic 
flow along the main corridors, backups can be 
reduced and in some instances eliminated 
which will reduce overall travel times along the 
corridor. A computer simulation based on the 
project’s design year of 2040 evening rush hour 
traffic has been placed on the City of Blue Ash’s 
website. This project will create a corridor that 
is not only safer, but will provide for much more 
efficient travel, which will reduce cut through 
traffic. Existing trees and landscaping around 
the construction area will be preserved 
wherever possible.

Anonymous 1. Recommended implementing one 
roundabout at a time to give drivers 

1. The timing of construction will be based on 
when federal funds are issued. At this time, it is 



more time to learn how to use the 
roundabout. Do not plant trees or other 
obstructions within the center of the 
roundabout in an effort to maintain 
visibility. 

2. Also recommended good overhead lane 
signage, not just pavement markers. 
Most concerned about aggressive 
drivers who may force their way in 
rather than yielding.

anticipated that the construction of the three 
roundabouts will begin in July 2021. 
Construction is anticipated to be complete by 
October 2022. Driver training and education has 
been provided and here is a link:  
www.blueash.com/departments/public_works
/roundabout_safety 
Plantings within the center of the roundabout 
with likely consist of low-profile grass. The final 
planting plan will ensure that no obstructions 
are present within the center of the roundabout 
that restrict mandated stopping sight distances.

2. A combination of pavement markings and 
ground-mounted signs will be used for lane 
usage and wayfinding purposes. There will also 
be a yield sign and shark-tooth yielding 
pavement markings at every leg of the 
intersection to demonstrate proper driver 
interaction with the roundabout. It has been 
shown that excessive signage beyond these 
measures act as a visual distraction for drivers 
that adversely affects the safety benefits a 
simpler design provides.

Resident Is it possible to move the roundabout at the 
intersection of Reed Hartman 
Hwy/Plainfield/Peppermill more to the 
west to avoid coming into the Peppermill 
neighborhood?

The roundabout at Peppermill Ln and Plainfield 
Rd/Reed Hartman Hwy is positioned at the farthest 
west location that provides adequate geometrics 
for the roundabout. Moving the circle has a 
compounding effect on the approaches to achieve 
the proper entrance alignment angles and 
circulating radii for safe and efficient maneuvering. 
Also, there are grading feasibility concerns on the 
northwest quadrant, where there is a steep down 
slope behind the fenced area.

Resident Recommended completing construction at 
night from 6 PM-6 AM. Noted that traffic is 
already bad, but doing the construction at 
night would help cut down on congestion 
especially between 4:30 PM-6 PM.

The maintenance of traffic plan has been 
developed using traffic data in order to determine 
the most efficient plan for both vehicular travel and 
construction. A closure and detour are expected for 
Peppermill Lane between Reed Hartman Highway 
and Benchmark Lane. The closure is expected to 
last no more than 4 weeks. There are also noise 
guidelines that limit the desirable construction 
activities in a residential area. Peppermill Farms 
residents will be re-routed to Hunt Road during the 
closure.

Anonymous 1. Recommended pedestrian friendly 
crossing at the Peppermill Roundabout 
due to the number of people crossing to 
get to schools and Summit Park. 

2. Also concerned about the ability to turn 
left out of Peppermill during the 
morning rush.

1. Pedestrian safety is a primary concern for the 
City and will be accounted for during the design 
process.

2. The Peppermill, Plainfield and Reed Hartman 
intersection was evaluated based on peak hour 
traffic volume for both morning and afternoon 
rush hour in the design year, 2040.  The 
roundabout has been designed to 

www.blueash.com/departments/public_works/roundabout_safety%20
www.blueash.com/departments/public_works/roundabout_safety%20


accommodate the traffic from all directions 
entering the intersection.  By design, 
roundabouts slow traffic and create gaps which 
allows the other legs of the intersection 
opportunities to travel into the 
intersection.  East bound Plainfield Road has 
been configured with a dedicated right turn and 
thru/left turn lanes to accommodate the 
predominant traffic patterns, which will provide 
increased capacity. 

Anonymous (x3) Recommended the use of RRFB 
(Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon) at the 
Peppermill roundabout to maintain safety 
for those crossing to get to Blue Ash 
Elementary.

Pedestrian safety is a primary concern for the City 
and will be accounted for during the design 
process. RRFB's are not in the current design.

Anonymous 1. Recommended building one of the two 
lane roundabouts first and reassessing 
the need for the Peppermill roundabout 
based on the first roundabout’s 
performance. 

2. Noted that many people cross the 
Peppermill intersection and the 
proposed solution is very dangerous for 
pedestrians especially on Saturdays and 
at night.

1. The timing of construction will be based on 
when federal funds are issued. At this time, it is 
anticipated that the construction of the three 
roundabouts will begin in July 2021. 
Construction is anticipated to be complete by 
October 2022.  Driver training and education 
has been provided and here is a link:  
www.blueash.com/departments/public_works
/roundabout_safety

2. Pedestrian and bicycle safety continue to be a 
priority to the City.  New sidewalks are planned 
for this corridor with replacement of the 
existing sidewalks and new sidewalks planned 
for the east side of Plainfield from Peppermill to 
Hunt Road.  Pedestrians and bicycles are 
accounted for in the design of the roundabout 
project.  Roundabouts are designed to operate 
at much lower vehicle speeds, typically 20 mph 
or less.  Vehicles are required to yield to 
pedestrians at the crosswalks prior to entering 
the roundabout and before exiting the 
roundabout.  Crosswalks are setback from the 
roundabout.  Depending upon the roundabout, 
single lane or multi-lane, pedestrians cross only 
one or two lanes of one way traffic at a time as 
they cross to a pedestrian refuge island and 
then cross the next one or two lanes of one way 
traffic to the other side.  Vehicles and 
pedestrians should always maintain eye contact 
with each other and be aware to assure traffic 
stops before safely crossing.  

Resident Make sure the traffic samples and 
simulation cover the Raymond Walters 
peak hours as well as the Reed Hartman 
Highway peak hours. Noted that the school 
bus stop at Old Plainfield Road backs up 
traffic to the intersection.

The traffic study completed for the project 
included all of the intersections from Carver Road 
to the City of Blue Ash’s southern corporation limits 
(south of Rossplain). 

www.blueash.com/departments/public_works/roundabout_safety%20
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Anonymous Concerned about the safety of pedestrians 
coming from Blue Ash Elementary to the 
Peppermill neighborhood. Recommends 
safety measures be installed as this is a 
high pedestrian cross area.

Pedestrian and bicycle safety continue to be a 
priority to the City.  New sidewalks are planned for 
this corridor with replacement of the existing 
sidewalks and new sidewalks planned for the east 
side of Plainfield from Peppermill to Hunt 
Road.  Pedestrians and bicycles are accounted for 
in the design of the roundabout 
project.  Roundabouts are designed to operate at 
much lower vehicle speeds, typically 20 mph or 
less.  Vehicles are required to yield to pedestrians 
at the crosswalks prior to entering the roundabout 
and before exiting the roundabout.  Crosswalks are 
setback from the roundabout.  Depending upon 
the roundabout, single lane or multi-lane, 
pedestrians cross only one or two lanes of one way 
traffic at a time as they cross to a pedestrian refuge 
island and then cross the next one or two lanes of 
one way traffic to the other side.  Vehicles and 
pedestrians should always maintain eye contact 
with each other and be aware to assure traffic 
stops before safely crossing. 

Resident 1. The double lane entrance to the 
roundabout from westbound Hunt 
Road will make it difficult for drivers to 
get into the center lane due to 
westbound cars entering the 
roundabout on their right from Hunt 
Road. Does the traffic volume on 
westbound Hunt warrant a double lane 
entrance? If not it should be a single 
lane entrance.

2. If there are two cars side by side on 
southbound Plainfield Road that seek to 
continue south on Plainfield, the car on 
the left is forced to attempt to get to the 
roundabout’s center lane immediately. 
In this case, the right hand lane of 
southbound Plainfield Road should be 
require to turn right onto Hunt Road 
immediately and the divider berm on 
that driver’s right should be narrowed 
to accommodate that maneuver.

From Gordon Perry via email (6/12/19):
1. “The design for this project was based upon the 

traffic counts we experience in this area.  The 
multiple lanes entering or exiting the 
roundabout at Plainfield and Hunt are based 
upon the traffic movements experienced at the 
location.”

2. The traffic model shows the need for two 
lanes of thru traffic for the southbound 
Plainfield movement, which is 
accommodated with the thru-left and thru-
right lanes on the north leg of the 
intersection.  

Property Owner How will the roundabout impact the stone 
monument sign at our entrance, the one 
that has Peppermill Farms lettering on it? 

From Gordon Perry via email (6/11/19): “...the 
monument sign is within the construction zone and 
depending upon the final design and layout, the 
sign may be relocated, reconstructed, or 
compensated for reconstruction.  These items will 
be discussed during the right of way 
negotiations.  There are many moving parts as the 
design plans are further refined and input is 
received…There would be no cost to the residents 
of the subdivision.”  



Resident 1. Safety – Residents need a safe way to 
cross Reed Hartman.  If the roundabout 
will be a continuous flow of traffic, how 
can residents cross the street 
safely?  Peppermill has many children 
who are students at Blue ash 
Elem.  How can these children safely 
walk to their school?  Additionally, 
there is a need for a sidewalk from 
Peppermill entrance to Cooper Rd 
sidewalk.  

2. Traffic through Peppermill – If the 
purpose of the roundabout is to 
improve the flow of traffic through the 
main corridor, no doubt it will reduce 
cut through traffic when the main 
corridor is a more direct 
route.  Peppermill is different because it 
often is a more direct route for drivers 
than the main corridor.  The 
roundabout will be providing a funnel 
for even more drivers through the 
neighborhood.  The specific problems 
of our neighborhood need to be 
addressed.     Just curious, why aren’t 
Cooper and Reed Hartman a 
roundabout site?  It seems to be an 
even heavier intersection throughout 
the day?  One of the engineers 
mentioned there was a concern for the 
residents on Cooper.

From Gordon Perry via email (6/21/19): 
1. “Pedestrian and bicycle safety continue to be a 

priority to the City.  New sidewalks are planned 
for this corridor with replacement of the 
existing sidewalks and new sidewalks planned 
for the east side of Plainfield from Peppermill to 
Hunt Road.  Pedestrians and bicycles are 
accounted for in the design of our roundabout 
project.  Roundabouts are designed to operate 
at much lower vehicle speeds, typically 20 mph 
or less.  Vehicles are required to yield to 
pedestrians at the crosswalks prior to entering 
the roundabout and before exiting the 
roundabout.  Crosswalks are setback from the 
roundabout.  Depending upon the roundabout, 
single lane or multi-lane, pedestrians cross only 
one or two lanes of one way traffic at a time as 
they cross to a pedestrian refuge island and 
then cross the next one or two lanes of one way 
traffic to the other side.  Vehicles and 
pedestrians should always maintain eye contact 
with each other and be aware to assure traffic 
stops before safely crossing.  

The City of Blue Ash has been constructing 
multi-use pathways for more than 12 
years.  Our most recent connectivity plan 
update, see attachment, indicates a 
recommended pathway from Peppermill to 
Cooper Road along Reed Hartman 
Highway.  There is no current timing for this 
proposed connection.

2. One of the goals for the Plainfield/Hunt 
Roundabouts project is to reduce cut through 
traffic in all of the neighborhoods near this 
corridor.  Vehicles traveling during heavy traffic 
times try to find the path of least resistance.  It 
is our belief that by improving traffic flow along 
the main corridors, backups can be reduced and 
in some instances eliminated which will reduce 
overall travel times along the corridor.  We have 
placed a computer simulation based upon our 
design year of 2040 evening rush hour traffic on 
our website.   This project will create a corridor 
that is not only safer, but will provide for much 
more efficient travel, which will reduce cut 
through traffic.

The traffic study for this project included all of 
the intersections from Carver Road to our 
southern corporation limits (south of 
Rossplain).  Various improvements were 



recommended in the future depending upon 
traffic growth at several intersections, however; 
a roundabout at Reed Hartman and Cooper 
Road was not found to be warranted in the 
study.  Cooper Road is heavily utilized and we 
constructed the Malsbary Road connection at 
Kenwood Road as a means to alleviate the 
traffic at the Kenwood and Cooper 
intersection.  The Malsbary Road and Kenwood 
intersection, although relatively new, has seen 
a steady traffic increase.”

Business Owner Appreciated City’s efforts with MI Homes 
on the Plainfield sidewalk issues. 
Requested information regarding the 
potential roundabout at Hunt and 
Plainfield Road.

From Gordon Perry via email (6/3/19): “Our 
website has the most current information.” Mr. 
Perry provided the link to the project website.

Resident 1. Concerned about traffic safety given 
that the Plainfield - Reed Hartman - 
Peppermill intersection is heavily 
trafficked at times by both business & 
students from the UC 
Campus.  Recommended that the 
roundabout is heavily policed until it 
becomes a natural for drivers.  Also 
suggested providing educational 
materials to UC students and to the 
managers of businesses along Reed 
Hartman for distribution to employees.

2. Concerned that an unintended 
consequence of the change will be more 
traffic using Peppermill Lane as a route 
to Hunt Road. Noted that this is 
currently an issue and source of 
concern for residents with young 
children. Also noted that numerous cars 
seem to be oblivious to the stop sign at 
the intersection of Peppermill and 
Tramwood.

3. Recommended clear signage, policing, 
and education in order to make the 
roundabout successful.

From Gordon Perry via email (6/20/19): 
1. “Thank you for providing your comments for 

this project.  It is extremely important to us that 
this project is successful and benefits all of Blue 
Ash.  Based upon our safety studies and analysis 
of this corridor, the proposed roundabouts 
meet all of the City objectives to improve safety 
and reduce congestion.  Many types of 
transportation improvements were evaluated 
such as traffic signal upgrades, lane widening 
and roundabouts.  We are committed to create 
a safe and efficient transportation system in the 
City.  

2. One of the primary reasons to pursue this 
project was to improve the main traffic corridor 
in order to reduce subdivision cut through 
traffic which is a typical complaint from several 
of the City’s subdivisions.  Based upon our 
engineering studies and the expertise of many 
engineering professionals, improving the 
efficiency of the main road network, we can 
reduce cut through traffic which is less direct 
than utilizing the main roads.  In addition, 
roundabouts have been proven to slow traffic, 
creates less vehicle conflicts and provides 
vehicle angles which lead to less severe traffic 
accidents.  

3. We have been engaging the public to educate 
the basic principles of driving in multi-lane 
roundabouts through the internet, our events 
and an actual driving course set up at Summit 
Park.  In addition, we have reached out to UC 
Blue Ash and Sycamore Schools to engage 
drivers in educational opportunities at these 
institutions.  



Thank you for your input and please continue to 
follow our updates located on the Blue Ash web 
site.”

Resident Voiced their support for the project and 
asked to be added to the mailing list.

The resident’s email was added to the mailing list.

Law Enforcement 
(Blue Ash PD)

The Police Department regularly see 
pedestrians illegally crossing Plainfield 
Road north of the Hunt Road intersection. 
Generally, these crossings are made 
between the Kohl’s/Big Lots driveway on 
the west and the Skyline Chili driveway on 
the east. Suggested adding a decorative 
fence along the median between the 
Georgetown/St Andrews intersection and 
the Hunt Road roundabout to prevent 
jaywalking.

The suggestion to add a decorative fence along the 
median between the Georgetown/St Andrews 
intersection and the Hunt Road roundabout has 
been noted and will be addressed during the design 
process.

The proposed roundabout has been placed north 
of the current intersection, closer to those existing 
illegal crossing locations. Also, with no pedestrian 
crossing signal to wait on, foot traffic may cross in 
segments with protected refuge islands whenever 
a safe gap presents itself. This should provide more 
palatable crossing for those pedestrians. Once 
constructed, sidewalks will be available on both 
sides of Plainfield Road.

Resident 1.  Pedestrians/Bicyclists:  One major 
problem with roundabouts is that 
pedestrians are far more likely to be hit 
since they do not have established 
times for walking.  They have to play 
dodge-em with oncoming vehicles who 
are moving through the roundabout.  At 
peak times, the traffic flow would be 
nearly continuous and pedestrians 
would basically have no opportunity to 
cross safely.  

2. Peak Flow Capacity:    Most successful 
roundabouts are not on roads with 
traffic loads such as this intersection.  In 
essence, the traffic on Plainfield would 
overwhelm the traffic on Hunt and 
drivers on Hunt would have zero chance 
to pull out.  If one was put in at Reed-
Hartman and Peppermill, the traffic 
coming from Plainfield (from UC Blue 
Ash) would never get out because the 
traffic from Reed-Hartman would, 
again, block anyone from Plainfield 
from pulling out.  From my vantage 
point, these two intersections would 
become far more difficult to navigate at 
peak hours than they already are.

3. Cost Benefit:  These are two changes 
that are being made to address one 
primary trouble time, from 4:30 - 
6:00.  Is making this drastic change truly 
supported by need?  Having lived in 
Blue Ash for 12 years, the biggest factor 

From Gordon Perry via email (6/25/19): “Thank you 
for providing comments for the project.  You can 
find information about the project on our City of 
Blue Ash website under the Public Works 
Roundabout Section – Hunt/Plainfield.  At this 
location you can see a computer simulation of the 
project which shows the design year 2040 PM rush 
hour traffic.

1. Pedestrians and bicycles are accounted for in 
the design of our roundabout 
project.  Roundabouts are designed to operate 
at much lower vehicle speeds, typically 20 mph 
or less.  Roundabout design and operating 
speeds reduce vehicle and pedestrian/bicycle 
conflict points which make them much safer 
intersections.  Vehicles are required to yield to 
pedestrians at the crosswalks prior to entering 
the roundabout and before exiting the 
roundabout.  Crosswalks are setback from the 
roundabout and a refuge island is used to 
increase pedestrian safety.  Depending upon 
the roundabout, single lane or multi-lane, 
pedestrians cross only one or two lanes of one 
way traffic at a time as they cross to a 
pedestrian refuge island and then cross the next 
one or two lanes of one way traffic to the other 
side.  Vehicles and pedestrians should always 
maintain eye contact with each other and be 
aware so assure traffic stops before safely 
crossing.  New sidewalks will be constructed on 
both sides of Plainfield Road from Peppermill to 
Hunt Road.



for the traffic problems is people trying 
to access Ronald Reagan WB, although 
a fair number do go to EB Ronald 
Reagan.  Given the landlocked 
positioning of Shell/Dunkin 
Donuts/Subway, no easy on-ramp could 
be built to handle this traffic more 
effectively but the roundabout is going 
to exacerbate the issue.  

4. Traffic Control:  When installing 
roundabouts, the city loses traffic 
control.  Traffic lights have the ability to 
be adjusted to allow for more/less 
traffic to flow through.  A roundabout is 
what it is.  Traffic cannot be changed or 
modified.

2. It is extremely important to us that this project 
is successful and benefits all of Blue Ash.  Based 
upon our traffic studies, safety studies and 
analysis of this corridor, the proposed 
roundabouts meet all of the City objectives to 
improve safety and reduce congestion.  Many 
types of transportation improvements were 
evaluated such as traffic signal upgrades, lane 
widening and roundabouts.  We are committed 
to create a safe and efficient transportation 
system in the City.  Based upon our engineering 
studies and the expertise of many engineering 
professionals, improving the efficiency of the 
main road network will improve safety and 
reduce congestion on the corridor.  Traffic 
backups have been shown to decrease 
significantly due to the increased intersection 
capacity.  The roundabouts on this project have 
been designed to accommodate the 2040 
design year traffic.  

3. Although the Plainfield/Hunt area has been 
tweaked over the years with minor 
improvements, the corridor remains in a similar 
capacity as it was designed for in 1976 with 
nearly no additional lane capacity 
additions.  The benefit of this project can be 
directly related to the improved access and 
increased safety of this project.  Roundabouts 
have been proven to reduce congestion which 
will in turn reduce vehicle travel time, which 
saves drivers time and fuel as well as reducing 
emissions.  The Plainfield/Hunt intersection was 
ranked 12th in the top 100 most dangerous 
intersections in the State based upon the 
number and severity of traffic accidents from 
2013-2015.  Roundabouts have been proven to 
slow traffic, create less vehicle conflicts and 
provide vehicle angles which lead to less severe 
traffic accidents.  The project estimate is around 
$15.5 million for engineering, right-of-way 
(ROW) acquisition, construction and 
construction administration.  We have nearly 
$12 million in grant funding which includes 
Surface Transportation Program (STP) funding, 
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) 
funding, and ODOT Safety funding.  These 
funding sources can be used for construction, 
ROW acquisition and construction 
administration.  At current estimates, the City 
match for the project is around $3.5 million.  A 
traditional lane widening and traffic signal 



project would have cost $7 million more than 
this project and not have completely addressed 
the safety and time delay issues.

4. Traffic flow along a corridor is based upon signal 
timing and lane capacity, both of which are 
currently maxed out along this 
corridor.  Roundabouts can handle both light 
and heavy traffic flows.  Roundabouts do not 
create a free flow condition under the heaviest 
traffic conditions, however they allow traffic to 
slowly continue to move and progress through 
the corridor.  The progression provided for by 
roundabouts reduces delay and increases level 
of service along the corridor.

Roundabouts are a transportation tool that has to 
be engineered and planned accordingly in order to 
be successful.  We have talked to the Traffic 
Engineers in Hilliard about their roundabouts and 
their successes and issues.  Educating and engaging 
the public to discuss simple rules for driving multi-
lane roundabouts is the key to success. We have 
been engaging the public to educate the basic 
principles of driving in multi-lane roundabouts 
through the internet, our events and an actual 
driving course set up at Summit Park.  In addition, 
we have reached out to UC Blue Ash and Sycamore 
Schools to engage drivers in educational 
opportunities at these institutions.  

Thank you for your input and please continue to 
follow our updates located on the Blue Ash web 
site.”

Resident Stated that a meeting with Mr. Gordon 
Perry was very helpful including going 
through blown up aerial photos and 
explanations of what to expect. Pleased 
that there will be educational 
opportunities for both young and elderly 
drivers. Posted project information to the 
Ravenwood Facebook page and directed 
residents to the project site for more 
information. Mentioned that before the 
meeting there were a lot of questions 
about the project, and now the only 
concern that is still being raised by 
residents is in regards to the amount of 
traffic coming all at once from UC Blue Ash.

From Gordon Perry via email (6/27/19): “Thank you 
for providing comments for the Plainfield/Hunt 
Roundabouts Project.  I appreciate your input and 
feedback. Please periodically check back on our 
website for updates as we proceed through the 
design and construction process.  Thank you for 
sharing our site information with your neighbors.  It 
was a pleasure meeting you.”

Business Owner What will the source of funds be for ROW 
acquisition and construction? At this time, 
what is the total estimated cost of the 
project?

From Gordon Perry via email (6/21/2019): 
“The project estimate is around $15.5 million for 
engineering, ROW, construction and construction 
administration.  We have nearly $12 million in 



In response to Gordon Perry’s email dated 
6/21/2019: Noted that there were public 
meeting attendees that were very upset 
that Blue Ash would be taking on such a big 
cost. Suggested that the funding plan is 
communicated to the citizens to quell any 
misinformation which always causes angst 
and complaints.

grant funding which includes Surface 
Transportation Program (STP) funding, Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funding, and 
ODOT Safety funding.  These funding sources can 
be used for construction, ROW acquisition and 
construction administration.  At current estimates, 
the City match for the project is around $3.5 
million.”
 

Resident Concerned that the increased through 
traffic and potential safety ramifications 
for the Peppermill neighborhood were not 
considered in the roundabout study. 
Requested that a study be completed to 
assess traffic pattern changes to 
Peppermill. If the study shows the 
potential for increased cut-through traffic, 
the City should propose and add potential 
plans to the project to help mitigate this 
safety issue before proceeding.

From Gordon Perry via email (6/24/2019):
Thank you for providing comments for the 
project.  You can find information about the project 
on our City of Blue Ash website under the Public 
Works Roundabout Section – Hunt/Plainfield.  At 
this location you can see a computer simulation of 
the project which shows the design year 2040 PM 
rush hour traffic.

It is extremely important to us that this project is 
successful and benefits all of Blue Ash.  Based upon 
our traffic studies, safety studies and analysis of 
this corridor, the proposed roundabouts meet all of 
the City objectives to improve safety and reduce 
congestion.  Many types of transportation 
improvements were evaluated such as traffic signal 
upgrades, lane widening and roundabouts.  We are 
committed to create a safe and efficient 
transportation system in the City.  One of the 
primary reasons to pursue this project was to 
improve the main traffic corridor in order to reduce 
subdivision cut through traffic which is a complaint 
from several of the City’s subdivisions.  Based upon 
our engineering studies and the expertise of many 
engineering professionals, improving the efficiency 
of the main road network should reduce cut 
through traffic which is less direct than utilizing the 
main roads.  In addition, roundabouts have been 
proven to slow traffic, creates less vehicle conflicts 
and provides vehicle angles which lead to less 
severe traffic accidents.  

Pedestrians and bicycles are accounted for in the 
design of our roundabout project.  Roundabouts 
are designed to operate at much lower vehicle 
speeds, typically 20 mph or less.  Roundabout 
design and speed reduce vehicle and pedestrian 
and bicycle conflict points which make them much 
safer intersections.  Vehicles are required to yield 
to pedestrians at the crosswalks prior to entering 
the roundabout and before exiting the 
roundabout.  Crosswalks are setback from the 
roundabout.  Depending upon the roundabout, 
single lane or multi-lane, pedestrians cross only 



one or two lanes of one way traffic at a time as they 
cross to a pedestrian refuge island and then cross 
the next one or two lanes of one way traffic to the 
other side.  Vehicles and pedestrians should always 
maintain eye contact with each other and be aware 
so assure traffic stops before safely crossing.  New 
sidewalks will be constructed on both sides of 
Plainfield Road from Peppermill to Hunt Road.

We have been engaging the public to educate the 
basic principles of driving in multi-lane 
roundabouts through the internet, our events and 
an actual driving course set up at Summit Park.  In 
addition, we have reached out to UC Blue Ash and 
Sycamore Schools to engage drivers in educational 
opportunities at these institutions.  

Thank you for your input and please continue to 
follow our updates located on the Blue Ash web 
site.”

Property Owner Very concerned about the amount of land 
that will be taken away from their property 
and does not believe a roundabout is 
warranted at the intersection of Plainfield 
and Peppermill. Offered the following 
solutions:
Addition of a 3rd southbound lane 
between Peppermill and Hunt.  This lane 
would allow all southbound traffic from 
Plainfield to continue south on Plainfield 
with an all-time green arrow.  This would 
keep traffic from backing up on Plainfield in 
the evenings.  It would also allow for two 
southbound Reed Hartman traffic lanes to 
continue straight onto Plainfield without 
merging with southbound Plainfield traffic.  
This would require the widening of the 
Plainfield between Peppermill and Hunt, 
but that seems less invasive than the 
roundabout and all the land on the west 
side of the street is unused.
Traffic light timing modification.  I know 
that adding a 3rd southbound lane 
wouldn't solve everything.  The traffic 
lights at this intersections need to be 
reworked so they assist with prevailing 
traffic.  

In the morning, the left turn arrow from 
northbound Plainfield to northbound 
Plainfield should be longer.  This will keep 
the traffic from building up during morning 
commute for UC Blue Ash.  This is probably 

Based upon traffic studies, safety studies and 
analysis of this corridor, the proposed roundabouts 
meet all of the City objectives to improve safety 
and reduce congestion.  Many types of 
transportation improvements were evaluated such 
as traffic signal upgrades, lane widening and 
roundabouts.  One of the primary reasons to 
pursue this project was to improve the main traffic 
corridor in order to reduce subdivision cut through 
traffic which is a complaint from several of the 
City’s subdivisions.  Based upon engineering 
studies and the expertise of many engineering 
professionals, improving the efficiency of the main 
road network should reduce cut through traffic 
which is less direct than utilizing the main roads.  In 
addition, roundabouts have been proven to slow 
traffic, creates less vehicle conflicts and provides 
vehicle angles which lead to less severe traffic 
accidents.  

The roundabout at Peppermill Ln and Plainfield 
Rd/Reed Hartman Hwy is positioned at the farther 
west location that provides adequate geometrics 
for the roundabout. Moving the circle has a 
compounding effect on the approaches to achieve 
the proper entrance alignment angles and 
circulating radii for safe and efficient maneuvering. 
Also, there are grading feasibility concerns on the 
northwest quadrant, where there is a steep down 
slope behind the fenced area.

The circle diameter cannot be reduced. Design 
standards have been established for the minimum 



only needed between 8:00 and 9:00.  There 
isn't much southbound Reed Hartman 
traffic at this time so this wouldn't cause 
issues there.

In the evening, lengthen the green signal 
for northbound/southbound traffic for 
Reed Hartman to Plainfield.  Plainfield to 
Plainfield would have an all-time green in 
the southbound direction so the only other 
need is to get commuters from Blue Ash to 
Ronald Regan Highway.  You could do this 
by just lengthening the green signal, or by 
eliminating the left and turn from 
northbound Plainfield to northbound 
Plainfield between 4:00 and 6:00.  This 
would remove one reason for the 
southbound Reed Hartman traffic to stop.

Also brought up safety issues related to 
high volume of cut-through traffic and 
proximity of his home to the proposed 
roundabout. Urges the City and their 
engineers to review the design and do 
whatever possible to minimize impact on 
current residents. Can the roundabout 
shift? Can the roundabout circle be 
reduced to a smaller diameter?

inscribed diameter roundabouts based on several 
factors. At this location, traffic demand requires a 
multi-lane roundabout and there is a need to 
accommodate truck traffic through the corridor. 
These factors have lead us to the appropriate 
roundabout diameter.

Business Owner Provided contacts moving forward for the 
Speedway gas station. Stated that 
Speedway is vehemently opposed to the 
total taking of its Store. Noted that the 
property is incredibly valuable for 
Speedway and hopes that Blue Ash will 
consider an alternative plan that would 
result in the survival of their Store.

From Gordon Perry via email (6/24/19): “We will be 
sure to send future contact and correspondence 
concerning this project to the three of you 
directly.  We are currently in the public comment 
phase and will contact you during the next phase of 
the project.”

Resident Concerned about cars traveling from west 
to east along Plainfield Rd. (from the UC 
Blue Ash) merging with the roundabout 
traffic from cars traveling north to south on 
Reed Hartman Hwy during the evening 
rush time.

Under the proposed roundabout plan for 
the intersection, cars traveling east on 
Plainfield Road and desiring to turn south 
onto Plainfield Road enter the roundabout 
along a shared straight lane from the right-
hand lane of south bound Reed Hartman 
Highway traffic. Concerned that this 
configuration traffic from Plainfield will 
continuously enter the roundabout and not 
observe the right-of-way for other cars in 

From Gordon Perry via email (7/2/19): “Thank you 
for sharing your comments for this project.  Our 
Engineering team will review all comments and 
address them in the design process as necessary.  

The Peppermill, Plainfield and Reed Hartman 
intersection was evaluated based on peak hour 
traffic volume for both morning and afternoon rush 
hour in the design year, 2040.  The roundabout has 
been designed to accommodate the traffic from all 
directions entering the intersection.  By design, 
roundabouts slow traffic and create gaps which 
allows the other legs of the intersection 
opportunities to travel into the intersection.  The 
east bound Plainfield Road has been configured 
with a dedicated right turn and thru/left turn lanes 
to accommodate the predominant traffic 



the roundabout and potentially cause 
accidents or other disruptions that affect 
the efficiency of the roundabout. 
Suggested implementing a dedicated left 
turn lane from eastbound Plainfield Road 
to southbound Plainfield Road (similar to 
the configuration from southbound 
Plainfield Road to west bound Hunt Road), 
and an expansion of southbound Plainfield 
Road to include a third lane between the 
Peppermill Roundabout and the Hunt Road 
Roundabout.

patterns.  Due to the corridor wide improvements 
additional lanes are not necessary due to the 
increased traffic capacity at the main intersections 
along with improved lane utilization.”

Business Owner Recommended use of RRFBs at 
roundabout.

From Gordon Perry via email (6/21/19): “Thanks for 
submitting comments for this project.  Pedestrian 
safety is a primary importance to us and will be 
accounted for during our design process.  Thank 
you for the input.”

Resident Please consider leaving the detour signs up 
after construction is complete. People will 
go out of their way to avoid the 
roundabouts.

The Plainfield/Hunt Roundabouts project is 
expected to reduce cut through traffic in all of the 
neighborhoods near this corridor. Vehicles 
traveling during heavy traffic times try to find the 
path of least resistance. By improving traffic flow 
along the main corridors, backups can be reduced 
and in some instances eliminated which will reduce 
overall travel times along the corridor. A computer 
simulation based on the project’s design year of 
2040 evening rush hour traffic has been placed on 
the City of Blue Ash’s website. This project will 
create a corridor that is not only safer, but will 
provide for much more efficient travel, which will 
reduce cut through traffic.

Resident What is the City of Blue Ash going to do to 
protect our safety, our families, our 
neighborhoods, our lovely community, and 
our property values? The amount of cars 
cutting through the neighborhood has 
reached an all-time high. Cars are 
constantly flying up and down the street. 
How is the city going to stop it?

Pedestrian and bicycle safety continue to be a 
priority to the City.  New sidewalks are planned for 
this corridor with replacement of the existing 
sidewalks and new sidewalks planned for the east 
side of Plainfield from Peppermill to Hunt 
Road.  Pedestrians and bicycles are accounted for 
in the design of our roundabout 
project.  Roundabouts are designed to operate at 
much lower vehicle speeds, typically 20 mph or 
less.  Vehicles are required to yield to pedestrians 
at the crosswalks prior to entering the roundabout 
and before exiting the roundabout.  Crosswalks are 
setback from the roundabout.  Depending upon 
the roundabout, single lane or multi-lane, 
pedestrians cross only one or two lanes of one way 
traffic at a time as they cross to a pedestrian refuge 
island and then cross the next one or two lanes of 
one way traffic to the other side.  Vehicles and 
pedestrians should always maintain eye contact 
with each other and be aware to assure traffic 
stops before safely crossing. 



The Plainfield/Hunt Roundabouts project is 
expected to reduce cut through traffic in all of the 
neighborhoods near this corridor. Vehicles 
traveling during heavy traffic times try to find the 
path of least resistance. By improving traffic flow 
along the main corridors, backups can be reduced 
and in some instances eliminated which will reduce 
overall travel times along the corridor. A computer 
simulation based on the project’s design year of 
2040 evening rush hour traffic has been placed on 
the City of Blue Ash’s website. This project will 
create a corridor that is not only safer, but will 
provide for much more efficient travel, which will 
reduce cut through traffic.

Group of Residents Very concerned about the City’s decision to 
remove the traffic lights and replace them 
with a roundabout at Plainfield/Peppermill 
in July 2021. Noted that their primary 
concern is that it appears the City and its 
outside engineers did not thoroughly 
evaluate the Plainfield/Peppermill 
roundabout and its impact on the 
Peppermill Farms subdivision, including cut 
through traffic into the subdivision via 
Hunt Road and Plainfield Road and safety. 
Noted that the Peppermill Farms 
subdivision was not mentioned at all in the 
studies. Would like to meet with City 
officials immediately to find out how the 
City intends to limit cut through traffic into 
Peppermill Farms.

The Peppermill, Plainfield and Reed Hartman 
intersection was evaluated based on peak hour 
traffic volume for both morning and afternoon rush 
hour in the design year, 2040.  The roundabout has 
been designed to accommodate the traffic from all 
directions entering the intersection.  By design, 
roundabouts slow traffic and create gaps which 
allows the other legs of the intersection 
opportunities to travel into the intersection.  East 
bound Plainfield Road has been configured with a 
dedicated right turn and thru/left turn lanes to 
accommodate the predominant traffic patterns, 
which will provide increased capacity. 

The Plainfield/Hunt Roundabouts project is 
expected to reduce cut through traffic in all of the 
neighborhoods near this corridor. Vehicles 
traveling during heavy traffic times try to find the 
path of least resistance. By improving traffic flow 
along the main corridors, backups can be reduced 
and in some instances eliminated which will reduce 
overall travel times along the corridor. This project 
will create a corridor that is not only safer, but will 
provide for much more efficient travel, which will 
reduce cut through traffic.

Resident Concerned that the roundabout planned 
for Peppermill Lane has the potential to 
increase the cut-through traffic that is 
already considerable on Peppermill Lane. 
Interested in understanding what 
mitigation steps the City would take to 
minimize cut-through traffic.

The Plainfield/Hunt Roundabouts project is 
expected to reduce cut through traffic in all of the 
neighborhoods near this corridor. Vehicles 
traveling during heavy traffic times try to find the 
path of least resistance. By improving traffic flow 
along the main corridors, backups can be reduced 
and in some instances eliminated which will reduce 
overall travel times along the corridor. This project 
will create a corridor that is not only safer, but will 
provide for much more efficient travel, which will 
reduce cut through traffic.



Business Owner Concerned that the currently planned 
divider between the east and westbound 
traffic on Hunt Road would not permit a 
left turn into or out of their office building 
from/to Hunt Road. Believes the effect of 
this restriction will have a negative effect 
on the Tenants and their customers, 
resulting in lower rentals and the value of 
the property. 

The median along Hunt Rd helps to improve the 
capacity and safety in the corridor. By preventing 
left turns into and out of businesses, the number of 
conflict points and potential accidents is greatly 
reduced. Driving patterns are more predictable. 
Vehicle queuing for left turns is also eliminated and 
an additional lane of westbound thru traffic is now 
provided. These measures along with the 
installation of the roundabouts will help push 
commuters through the corridor and reduce delay 
for every driver. Better functioning intersections 
are more palatable for drivers that wish to 
patronize the businesses along Hunt Rd, and those 
who may have avoided the corridor previously 
because of traffic delays.

Resident Hopes the City will reconsider the use of a 
roundabout at the Peppermill/Plainfield 
intersection. Believes roundabouts at an 
entrance to a subdivision are not a viable 
solution to reducing the flow of traffic 
during peak hours. Suggested a 
roundabout located at the intersection of 
Reed Hartman Highway and Cooper Road 
instead. Also expressed doubt that the 
pedestrian crosswalk associated with the 
new roundabout would be safer than the 
current crosswalk that is located at a 
signalized intersection. Recommended 
increased police patrol to enforce the ‘No 
thru traffic’ ordinance.

The Plainfield/Hunt Roundabouts project is 
expected to reduce cut through traffic in all of the 
neighborhoods near this corridor.  Vehicles 
traveling during heavy traffic times try to find the 
path of least resistance.  It is our belief that by 
improving traffic flow along the main corridors, 
backups can be reduced and in some instances 
eliminated which will reduce overall travel times 
along the corridor.  This project will create a 
corridor that is not only safer, but will provide for 
much more efficient travel, which will reduce cut 
through traffic.

The Peppermill, Plainfield and Reed Hartman 
intersection was evaluated based on peak hour 
traffic volume for both morning and afternoon rush 
hour in the design year, 2040.  The roundabout has 
been designed to accommodate the traffic from all 
directions entering the intersection.  By design, 
roundabouts slow traffic and create gaps which 
allows the other legs of the intersection 
opportunities to travel into the intersection.  East 
bound Plainfield Road has been configured with a 
dedicated right turn and thru/left turn lanes to 
accommodate the predominant traffic patterns, 
which will provide increased capacity. 

The traffic study for this project included all of the 
intersections from Carver Road to our southern 
corporation limits (south of Rossplain).  Various 
improvements were recommended in the future 
depending upon traffic growth at several 
intersections, however; a roundabout at Reed 
Hartman and Cooper Road was not found to be 
warranted in the study.  

Pedestrian and bicycle safety continue to be a 
priority to the City.  New sidewalks are planned for 



this corridor with replacement of the existing 
sidewalks and new sidewalks planned for the east 
side of Plainfield from Peppermill to Hunt 
Road.  Pedestrians and bicycles are accounted for 
in the design of our roundabout 
project.  Roundabouts are designed to operate at 
much lower vehicle speeds, typically 20 mph or 
less.  Vehicles are required to yield to pedestrians 
at the crosswalks prior to entering the roundabout 
and before exiting the roundabout.  Crosswalks are 
setback from the roundabout.  Depending upon 
the roundabout, single lane or multi-lane, 
pedestrians cross only one or two lanes of one way 
traffic at a time as they cross to a pedestrian refuge 
island and then cross the next one or two lanes of 
one way traffic to the other side.  Vehicles and 
pedestrians should always maintain eye contact 
with each other and be aware to assure traffic 
stops before safely crossing. 

2.0 Stakeholder Meeting Comment Summary
In response to the information presented at the public meeting on June 18, 2019, a group of stakeholders representing 
the shopping plaza located northwest of the Plainfield Road and Hunt Road intersection requested a follow-up stakeholder 
meeting.  On July 16, 2019 representatives with KM Blue Ash Development Co., McDonald’s, TLM Realty, and Kroger met 
with staff from American Structurepoint and the City of Blue Ash to discuss the proposed project and how it will impact 
the shopping plaza. A number of questions were generated for the City and American Structurepoint primarily regarding 
the various traffic impacts that the proposed roundabout along Hunt Road may cause. Furthermore, information was 
requested regarding project funding and costs associated with the project in addition to whether the shopping plaza was 
recognized in a Benefit/Cost analysis.

As a result of the meeting, an additional Traffic Impact Study has been proposed to the City of Blue Ash. The new study 
would show operational analysis of the six drives associated with the shopping plaza development as well as describe 
safety ramifications of the project modifications. The study should also answer several of the development 
representatives’ questions regarding traffic impacts resulting from the roundabout along Hunt Road at the west Kroger 
driveway.
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